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It has been a year we won’t soon forget… 
 The days are getting shorter and 

the air noticably cooler… how is it 
the end of 2020 already? 
Although many of us aren’t 
complaining – it’s been a crazy 
year! Unfortunately a lot of 
events have been cancelled or 
postponed due to global 
pandemic, but thankfully this has 
brought opportunity for creative 
communication and the sharing of 
knowledge! In this newsletter you 
will find upcoming virtual events 
and new podcast options! 

 

The future is looking bright too, we 
are designing our first logo and 
starting an Instagram account (see pg 
2 for more details). And while 
pandemic-dependent, we are 
begining to brainstorm field trips for 
summer 2021 More information 
about these will be included in our 
next newsletter! 

Thank you to all AWG-PNW  
members! 

Please stay safe, be kind to yourself, 
and remember to vote! 
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Mandy was also offered two different Research Experience for 
Undergraduates fellowships this summer, through the University 
of Hawaii and Incorporated Research Institutions for Seismology 
(IRIS), though the pandemic slightly disrupted these plans. The 
first program was conducted virtually, and Mandy will participate 
in the IRIS program in summer 2021. After taking part in an IRIS 
computer programming workshop, she has discovered an 
enjoyment of earthquake data that she says may propel her into 
long-term study of seismology. 

Meanwhile, 2018-2019 winner Katelyn Frizzell reports that her 
year spent at Johns Hopkins Applied Physics Laboratory has gone 
well. She writes, “I worked pretty extensively to process a huge 
dataset of spectral images taken from orbit over Mars (there’s 
over 80,000 of them!). Thanks to my work these images are now 
being released to the public for science, which is really satisfying. 
I’m moving on to Rutgers this fall on a fellowship to work with Dr. 
Lujendra Ojha on planetary geophysics and spectroscopy in the 
Earth and Planetary Science PhD program.”  

Best of luck to Mandy and Katelyn as they tackle their new 
academic adventures!  

 

DONATIONS! 
To donate* to AWGF, apply for 
AWGF funds, or just learn more 

about AWGF in general, visit 
the AWG Foundation: 

www.awg.org/Foundation 

Are you a student looking 
to build your resume/CV? 

We are looking for an 
Instagram account 

manager!  
Email awgpnw@gmail.com 

If you’re interested!

These fantastic scholarship recipients have been 
busily carving out careers in the geosciences! 

Our 2019-2020 awardee Mandy Jackson writes that, “I was accepted to the 
University of Washington Seattle and will be pursuing an Earth and Space 
Science degree with the physics option starting Autumn 2020…I'm thrilled to 
be a Husky! I anticipate to graduate in 2022 with my undergrad degree as 
well as a minor in applied math. I do plan on continuing the research I 
started at North Seattle College while at UW. The entire experience helped 
me realize my passion for research and connecting with people at scientific 
conferences. After that, it's off to graduate school!”  

Prospective applicants! 

Keep your eyes open for this year’s scholarship announcement to be distributed later this fall!!! 

*donations for the PNW Chapter Tanaka Scholarship 
need to be specified on the memo line of a mailed 

check OR if made online at the AWG store, please let 
us know via awgftreasurer@awg.org 

http://www.awg.org/Foundation
mailto:awgpnw@gmail.com
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MEMBER SHOUTOUTS! 

Are you interested in membership? 
 

The mission of AWG is to attain equality of 
opportunity for women in the geosciences 
and train new leaders by funding high impact 
programs for women in the geosciences. For 
more information such as rates for 
international countries, lifetime memberships 
and institutions and corporations, visit: 
http://awg.org/membershiprates  

 
 Sustaining Professional: $100/year  
 Professional: $50/year  
 Early Career: $30/year  
 Student/Reduced Income: $20/year 

 
 

 

  

Way to go Bobbie Rice! 
Bobbie is the author of the story on fighting 

Australian wildfires. She was one of the original 
members of the AWG Puget Sound Chapter, the 
predecessor to the Pacific NW Chapter! Want to 

read more? Her story was included in the 
summer issue of Gaea.

Upcoming Events! 
Keep an eye on our home page (www.awg-ps.org) and watch your inbox for more details! 

 Saturday November 14 at 2:00pm – New Zealand Geology   

Marcia Knadle will present a geologic travelogue based on AWG’s latest field trip. 
 

 Saturday January 9 at 2:00pm – Geomythology   

Dr. Nicole Moore will present a talk based on the Geomythology seminar she’s developed 
about how traditional Native lore can help inform our understanding of active geologic 
processes.  Nicole received her PhD at Oregon State University and is now a visiting assistant 
professor at Pomona College. This will include references to the Pacific Northwest! 

 
If you have ideas for future speakers or would like to give a talk yourself, please let us know! 

One of the two recipients of the AWG Brunton 
Award joined our chapter back in May!   

Welcome to the PNW chapter Katherine Worms! 

http://awg.org/membershiprates
http://www.awg-ps.org/


OCTOBER  |  2020  VOLUME 

 

  4 
 

  

POD SAVE GEOLOGY 

 PlanetGeo Podcast: This is one of two new pods on the block. PlanetGeo is 
hosted by a geology professor at Penn State and an earth sciences highschool 
teacher. Fun topics from classics like plate tectonics to how diamonds are formed! 
https://planetgeocast.buzzsprout.com/  
 

 TravelingGeologist: This is the second new pod on the block. In their first 
season they explore the life and discoveries of six geology heroes including Alfred 
Wegener, Marie Tharp, Arthur Holmes, Alice Wilson, and John Tuzo Wilson. 
http://www.travelinggeologist.com/geology-podcast-network/  
 

 Third Pod From the Sun: A classic! This is American Geophysical Union’s (AGU) 
podcast covering stories you won’t hear in the classroom about scientists and 
methods behind the science!  https://thirdpodfromthesun.com/  
 

 The Nick Zentner Geology Podcast: Our Hometown Hero podcast! Nick also has 
a YouTube channel and teaches at Central Washington University. 
http://www.nickzentner.com/the-nick-zentner-geology-podcast  
 

 Science Friday's Breakthrough: Portraits of Women in Science series. This 
episode profiles volcanologist Kayla Iacovino, an experimental petrologist with Jacobs 
at NASA's Johnson Space Center in Houston. 
https://www.breakthroughfilms.org/?utm_source=scifri&utm_medium=segment&ut
m_campaign=volcano   

   

 

 

 

 

 

The page with this also includes 
an interesting Science Friday 

interview with Kayla about the 
Tamu Massif, the world's largest 

volcano, extinct ~145 Ma 

https://planetgeocast.buzzsprout.com/
http://www.travelinggeologist.com/geology-podcast-network/
https://thirdpodfromthesun.com/
http://www.nickzentner.com/the-nick-zentner-geology-podcast
https://www.breakthroughfilms.org/?utm_source=scifri&utm_medium=segment&utm_campaign=volcano%20
https://www.breakthroughfilms.org/?utm_source=scifri&utm_medium=segment&utm_campaign=volcano%20
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 
I hope everyone has had a good summer despite a pandemic and wildfires raging around us. Most of 
us are lucky enough to be able to work physically distanced jobs, whether at home or out in the field 
where (usually) fresh moving air helps protect us. Those of us who are retired have even more 
capacity to stay away from others. Students probably have it the worst, since learning geoscience via a 
computer is NOT the same as learning in a classroom where you can handle rock or fossil samples and 
spend time in labs and bouncing ideas off professors or other students. I suspect students also suffer 
more from the unaccustomed social isolation. At least the weather has mostly been pretty good, with 
quite a bit of fine weather but also wet enough (in Washington anyway) to keep us from having to 
deal with wildfire smoke for most of the summer. 

Hopefully, you’ve all been able to go out to do some hikes and look at geology on your own or in small 
groups, but that’s also not the same without a knowledgeable teacher or leader. I had the good 
fortune to go on the AWG New Zealand Field Trip just as the pandemic was starting in the US, and we 
felt like we did that trip just under the wire. Having gotten a good geology field trip fix before the 
pandemic hit, I haven’t suffered too much, but I’m really hoping our scheduled (and rescheduled) 
AWG and AWG-PNW field trips can happen next year as planned. The outlook for a vaccine by 
sometime next winter is promising, but whether it can be widely distributed by spring is likely to be 
the determining factor in going ahead with our summer field trips. 

We’re continuing with our more-or-less quarterly chapter meetings via Zoom. So far, these have been 
successful, with up to 35 attendees for each presentation. (If you’ve missed any of them, they’re now 
on YouTube, and links to the recordings are on our chapter website’s home page.) We’ll continue with 
these at least until the pandemic is over. However, because our chapter is so geographically spread 
out (basically Ashland, Oregon to Fairbanks, Alaska), I think we should continue post-pandemic to 
have up to two technical presentations via Zoom each year, and then plan to hold one or two field 
trips along with perhaps one in-person meeting in/near Seattle and one in/near Portland each year. 
We plan to issue the occasional chapter e-news issue between newsletters. If you have other ideas for 
e-news topics or events, including Zoom talks and field trips, please feel free let me know. Depending 
on vaccine timing, we’re hoping to run a Mount St. Helens field trip in late June or early July of 2021 
and possibly an eastern Oregon volcanics field trip. For 2022, we’re making plans for a geology/hot 
springs tour in southeastern British Columbia. 

We’re also planning to give out a chapter scholarship this winter as usual. Students still have 
significant financial needs, even if they’re attending online. If you haven’t been financially impacted by 
the pandemic, please contribute to our scholarship fund. Even small contributions add up, especially 
with  
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE (cont.) 
the match from the AWG Foundation. Watch the chapter website (www.awg-ps.org) for the 
announcement later this fall. I’d like to thank everyone who sent in ballots for the bylaws revisions and 
for the officer election. It was important to get those pieces of chapter business taken care of, and it’s 
nice for the chapter board to get positive reinforcement.  

We’ve had the good fortune to get two new chapter board members this summer – Emily Cahoon 
(Communications Committee Chair, AKA Newsletter Editor) and Pat Reed (Secretary). Pat has already 
served several years on our board, mostly as Scholarship Committee Chair but also a stint as Vice 
President. Emily has created some fine potential chapter logos for us to consider and is planning to 
establish a social media presence for us by creating an Instagram account for our chapter. Finally, I’d like 
to thank our outgoing board members: Megan Faust, who served four years as chapter secretary while 
teaching college full time AND having a baby, and Shari Silverman, who served as our Publications 
Committee Chair and newsletter editor for SIX years following three years as Vice President. We’ll need 
volunteers for two or three new chapter offices next summer (at least president and treasurer), so 
please consider spending a few years serving the chapter. We also desperately need a new website to 
replace our old one, which is old and so difficult to update that the only pages we even try to keep 
updated anymore are the home and scholarship pages. If you have recent experience (or would like to 
gain some) in building a new website, please contact me and our website manager, Cindy Bartlett 
(webmistress@awg-ps.org). With all the website building programs available out there, it’s presumably 
much easier than it was when Holly Glaser built our current one about 10 years ago. 

Finally, please remember to renew your membership for 2021!  In these days of more limited 
connection, I hope you find your membership more important than ever. We anticipate that some of our 
professional members may now find themselves eligible for reduced income membership, either through 
job loss, reduced work hours, or perhaps forced into early retirement. If you have not been financially 
impacted and have the means, please consider renewing as a sustaining professional member to help 
see AWG and the Pacific NW Chapter through these financially difficult times. 

 

Marcia Knadle 

AWG-PNW President (president@awg-ps.org) 

 

 

 

http://www.awg-ps.org/
mailto:webmistress@awg-ps.org
mailto:president@awg-ps.org
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The southern peak of Mt. Kidd in Alberta, Canada (looking north on Highway 40). 

 

FAVORITE GEOSITES! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As for why it's my favorite - well, it's my favorite at the moment of course! The little back story is that 
my sister and brother-in-law and I had planned a road trip through the BC Rockies and Kootenays in the 
fall of 2019, making a point of getting to all the hot springs we could find in 7 days. About 2 weeks 
before leaving, I had encountered a small range/ridge off Alberta Highway 40 from "The Earth Story" or 
some such Facebook post and was really knocked off my perch!  

 

 

What is a ‘geosite’?  

A geosite is a region or specific 
location that has a particular 

geological or geomorphological 
significance! 

These photos are of Mt. Kidd, a double limestone massif in the Canadian Rockies. The first one was 
selected by GSA for their 2021-22 calendar cover!!! I was thrilled to bits until we figured out that I 
couldn't give them a high enough resolution picture. They’re still going to use it, but as a 3x3 inch  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

'thumbnail' picture on the inside back page. Ah well! The 
park with Mt Kidd is Spray Provincial Park, but the valley is 
the Kananaskis Valley. The sedimentary rocks range from 
Precambrian to Jurassic in age. The structure is at the 
northern end of the Lewis Overhrust Fault (yes, the one in 
Glacier National Park in Montana). 
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Looking west toward the east slopes of the southern peak of Mt. Kidd 

 

On checking in with the team, they said we'd have time for a detour; we aimed for Highwood Pass, 
about an hour south of the Trans Canada Highway, but spent at least 3 hours to ogle the mountains, 
turning around at the Pass, about where the highway curves to the east then south to Glacier NP. Much 
to my surprise Mt. Kidd, in the Spray Valley area of "Kananaskis Country" and at the north end of 
Highway 40 was NOT part of the article, and we never did see a clear view of that small range/ridge that 
originally inspired the detour! But suffice to say, Mt Kidd grabbed our attention and now, has grabbed 
the attention of GSA and AWG. Thanks folks!  

Linda Khandro 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have a favorite geosite?  We’d like to make this a 
feature in each newsletter, so please send a photo or two 

along with a brief explanation of what it is and why it’s your 
favorite to editor@awg-ps.org. 

mailto:editor@awg-ps.org
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Your AWG-PNW Chapter Officers (2020-2021) 
 President: Marcia Knadle  
 Vice President: Mindy Brugman  
 Secretary: Patricia Reed  
 Treasurer: Theresa Burton  
 Past President: Heather Nielson  
 Scholarship Committee Chair: Sarah Dewey  
 Webmaster: Cindy Bartlett  
 Newsletter Editor: Emily B. Cahoon 
 Pacific Region Delegate: Marcia Knadle  

Voting is important! 

Special thank you to all members who voted! 

 

 

 

Other interesting articles: 
• Rotating Earth Globes Through Geologic Time: https://dinosaurpictures.org/ancient-earth#340 

o Want to read more about it?  
https://www.cnn.com/2020/08/30/us/map-hometown-earth-continental-drift-scn-
trnd/index.html 

 

 

 

FROM THE EDITOR:  
Thank you to Marcia Knadle, Linda Khandro, 
and Sarah Dewey for your contributions.  
If I missed anyone or didn’t include your 
contribution, please let me know! 
 

Emily B. Cahoon 

Your AWG-PNW Newsletter Editor & 
lover of geology, corgis, and rural post offices! 

 

 

 

https://dinosaurpictures.org/ancient-earth#340
https://www.cnn.com/2020/08/30/us/map-hometown-earth-continental-drift-scn-trnd/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/08/30/us/map-hometown-earth-continental-drift-scn-trnd/index.html
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